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Hello ARC Supporters,

The Galena ARC has had an interesting year to say the least. As have all of you I’m sure. The year began with enormous excitement 
and energy. Our programming was reaching new heights and added programs were bringing more people into the building than ever 
before. Then mid-March arrived and things changed in a hurry. Please know that this is not a letter of doom nor are our challenges 
more important than anything you are going through. Our whole community, state and country are in uncharted territory.

It is with great pride that I tell you that the ARC has been able to stay open to serve the needs of our community. Because of the great 
staff and trusting families our child care program operated with an emergency license until early summer when we were able to switch 
back to our regular license. This summer we served children and their families, without closing, and had up to 80 children per day—
the maximum number under the new DCFS guidelines. Currently we are at capacity in our newborn program with 8 infants. Across 
the hall in the one’s and two’s rooms we serve 12-15 kids. Morning preschool has very few openings while the afternoon preschool is 
at capacity. With the cooperation of the Galena and Scales Mound School Districts we are operating our morning and/or after-school 
programs at the schools. We look forward to continuing to serve the communtiy’s child care needs. 

The ARC art program is moving forward with great excitement as we have opened our new pottery studio offering adult and youth 
pottery classes. This summer we were able to hold several art, pottery and music classes, many at capacity. We continue to plan new 
art offerings and look forward to an art filled 2021.

The adult wellness programs have begun to return to the building. We welcome everyone back as their comfort levels increase and 
their timetables allow. The energy these programs bring to the ARC is so appreciated, we can’t wait for the return of all our exercise 
offerings.

As for youth sports, we are paying attention to state protocols for high school athletics and hope to bring sports back in a safe  
environment as quickly as we are able. We want the kids to get back to what they need to feel normal again and to experience  
the sheer joy that athletics can offer.

A year like this makes it easy to dwell on what hasn’t happened, I prefer to stay on the positive side of this challenge. Had this  
pandemic hit before we were in our new location we would not have been able to serve the community in the capacity that we did. 

If you are able to make a donation this year it will be greatly appreciated as the ARC has endured restrictions in programming and 
fundraising that has limited our budgeted revenue. This is the ARC’s only request for donations this year. Thanks to all of you for 
everything you’ve done. I certainly hope for a brighter 2021 for all of us. 

Sincerely,

David Decker
Executive Director
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