
GALENA ARC ART IN ACTION ART HISTORY PROGRAM    IMAGINATION MOVES THE MIND

AIA HISTORY:
Art in Action (AIA) is an art history program that opens students eyes to the Great Art 
Masters. AIA was first introduced to Galena Primary School in 2000 by local artists Shirley 
Conley and Jo Noe. AIA owns approximately 60 posters of famous works of art, enough for 
every GPS student to learn about a new artist every month for 5 years (K-4). 

When kids learn art, they engage, they think, they thrive! Along with art history AIA teaches 
creativity and critical thinking. Children who learn art and about art do better in all areas 
of study. Studying the great artists and art movements is an important way for children 
to learn about other cultures, significant times in history and how it was portrayed in art, 
improve their ability to observe and gain confidence in using art skills in their daily lives. 

YOUR VOLUNTEER COMMITMENT:
You are expected to present an AIA art history lesson 6 times during the GPS school 
year to your assigned classroom (lesson plans are supplied). Each presentation will be  
approximately 30-45 minutes in length. Approximately 20 minutes to discuss the  
artist and 25 minutes for the art project. Contact your teacher to set up your scheduled  
time each month. I recommend you set up a standing date every month at the  
beginning of the year—example: 1st Monday of the month at 2:00 p.m. Once you set a  
date and time with your teacher, please log it on the master schedule/clipboard on the  
top shelf of the AIA cupboard. This helps other classroom volunteers schedule their  
lessons when the posters will be available.

LESSON PLANS:
Each master artist has a poster mounted on foam core of one of their works of art and has 
a folder in the AIA cupboard that includes an artist info sheet, a book, and a flash drive with  
additional art images. Each lesson plan has more information than what you would have 
time for, you may pick and choose things that you feel your class would be interested in. 

Each artist info sheet includes a brief artist bio, relevant glossary terms, poster descrip-
tion along with questions, and concepts to discuss. There is also a list of books, videos, 
and other online sources for additional information. You may choose to present other facts 
and interesting info you know about the artist—this lesson plan was developed to help 
you but does not need to be followed. Please share your own ideas by placing them in the 
artist folders for other volunteers to see. The artists can be presented in any order you 
choose. DO NOT present any other artist than the 6 assigned for the year. This ensures  
that there are no repeats throughout a student’s 5 years at GPS.

ART PROJECTS:
Each AIA lesson also includes an art project idea to further enhance your students learning 
experience. You may choose to do your own art project, these are just suggestions. Please 
share your ideas by placing them in the artist folders for other volunteers to see.

Because of the time constraints we can’t use any art materials that take a lot of time to set 
up or clean up. The majority of projects will use art supplies that the students have read-
ily available in their classrooms. However, we do have several sets of pastels in the AIA 
cupboard (black cabinet located in the GPS Library). 

The goal of the art projects is to get the students thinking about new themes, art genres 
or looking at things differently as opposed to using a new medium. It’s an exercise of their 
imaginations not a chance to try new mediums. 

The mediums we use are:  oil pastels, markers, crayons, colored pencils, pencils, pens, 
glue sticks, and scissors. GPS has generously allowed us access to their construction  
paper cabinet (located in the green and red cabinets in the GPS Library).

2019-2020 POSTER ARTISTS:
M.C. Escher
Hilma af Klint
Roy Lichtenstein
Piet Mondrian
Georgia O’Keeffe
Frank Lloyd Wright

Artist info sheets can be downloaded 
from:  galenaarc.org/art-programs/art-
in-action

GPS SCHOOL RULES:
Younger siblings are not allowed to 
attend when you are teaching an AIA 
lesson to your assigned classroom.

QUESTIONS? CONTACT:
Liz Larson
ARC Art Program Director
815.777.3050 (home office)
artdirector@galenaarc.org
galenaarc.org

INFORMATIONAL MEETING:
There will be an informational meeting 
conducted in the GPS Library after the 
school year begins (date TBA--begin-
ning of Sept). 

Liz Larson will further explain the 
program, introduce you to the AIA  
cupboard and it’s contents, this year’s 
artists, and answer all questions.

Thank you for your volunteer time! 
This is a very popular program with 
the students, I believe you will have a  
wonderful experience and a lot of fun.
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